
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”            #383 
 
MESSAGE           "MOSES AND THE JOURNEY TO FREEDOM—Pt. 6"   Pastor Eric Gale 

“Moses’ Excuses and God’s Responses” 
Exodus 4:1-5 

 
† CLOSING HYMN       “God of Grace and God of Glory”                         #420 
 
† BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE            “Fill His Courts With Praise ”        Elizabeth T. Van Woert
      
 
†Please stand if you are able. 

_______________________________________________________ 
Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments.  

 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad. 

 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 

 While we are not passing the offering plate, it is on the table at the back of the  Sanc-
tuary. 

 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  Located in 
the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the left. A changing table is 
available in the Nursery as well. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
JANUARY 16, 2022 

  
As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please 

remember there are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship.  
______________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
PRELUDE          Cheryl Mayhew, organist 
            “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                   Graham Kendrick 
 
† CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)                     Lay Leader:  Judy Sauers 
L: O Lord, you are our fountain of life; in your light we see light. 
P: There is joy in this place! 
L: God's steadfast love extends to everyone. 
P: God reaches out to us all in forgiveness and compassion. 
L: Thanks to God for all the wonderful blessings we have received. 
All: Let us celebrate God's joyful love for and with us! Amen. 
 
† OPENING HYMN           “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                       #466 
 
† PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
The Holy Spirit enables us to confess Jesus as Lord and in so doing, we are ac-
knowledging our total allegiance to, and love for Jesus. Merciful God, forgive any 
lack of commitment by us to love as Jesus loved and to serve as he served.  Fill us 
anew with the Holy Spirit so that our worship, witness and service may reflect 
our unity and the faithful use of our diverse gifts. This we pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
† ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsive) 
L: The good news is that God has continued to love and save us in and through 
Jesus, whom we confess as Savior and Lord through the power of the Holy Spir-
it. Friends, believe these words of grace: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
† GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the be-
ginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  
 
CHORAL ANTHEM         “The Music of Thy Name”          Chancel Choir 

By Craig Courtney 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           “Personal Sacrifice”      Douglas 
(Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forev-
er.  Amen. 

(Please keep your joys and concerns brief and to the point.   
This is time for prayer, not announcements.) 

 

MESSAGE NOTES 

You and I cannot live in true freedom until we stop making ______________ 
when God calls us. 
 
Excuses are a way of hiding from God! When we feel __________________ to 
do what God calls us to do, we can be encouraged by the ways God 
__________________Moses when he is called to lead the Israelites out of 
Egypt. You never know how God might work through you. 
 
Excuse #1: “I’m not ________ enough!” 
But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I 
to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” (Ex. 3:11) 
 
God’s response: “You are not good enough, but it’s not about ______!” 
God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that I am the one who 
has sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship 
God at this very mountain.” (Ex. 3:12) 
 
Excuse #2: “I don’t have all the _______________!” 
But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of 
your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 
what should I tell them?” (Ex. 3:13) 
 
God’s response: “You don’t have the answers, but ___ do!” 
 
Excuse #3: “They won’t _____________ me!” 
But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? 
What if they say, ‘The LORD never appeared to you’?” (Ex. 4:1) 
 
God’s response: “Don’t worry how the people will ______________. I will pro-
vide what you need at just the __________ moment!” 
Then the LORD asked him, “What is that in your hand?” “A shepherd’s staff,” 
Moses replied. (Ex. 4:2) 
 
Excuse #4: “I’m afraid to __________ in front of people!” 
But Moses pleaded with the LORD, “O Lord, I’m not very good with words. I nev-
er have been, and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. I get 
tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.” (Ex. 4:10) 
 
God’s response: “My message will be ________________ through you despite 
any weakness or disability!” 
Then the LORD asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides 
whether people speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is 
it not I, the LORD? (Ex.4:11) 
 
Excuse #5: “I just __________ want to do it!” 
But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone else.” (Ex. 4:13) 
 
God’s response: “I’m getting ___________ with you and all your excuses, Mo-
ses! No more excuses! ____!” 
Then the LORD became angry with Moses. “All right,” he said. “What about 
your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he speaks well. And look! He is on his 
way to meet you now. He will be delighted to see you.  (Ex. 4:14) 

SCRIPTURE  
 

Exodus 4:1-5 (NLT2)  
   But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? 
What if they say, ‘The LORD never appeared to you’?”  
   2Then the LORD asked him, “What is that in your hand?” “A shepherd’s staff,” 
Moses replied. 
   3“Throw it down on the ground,” the LORD told him.  
   So Moses threw down the staff, and it turned into a snake! Moses jumped 
back. 4Then the LORD told him, “Reach out and grab its tail.” So Moses reached 
out and grabbed it, and it turned back into a shepherd’s staff in his hand. 
5“Perform this sign,” the LORD told him. “Then they will believe that the LORD, 
the God of their ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob—really has appeared to you.”  



 
THANK YOU FROM THE CHURCH STAFF! 

The Church Staff wants to thank you for the heart-felt gifts you so generously 
gave this Christmas season. It is a joy to serve this wonderful congregation! 
THANK YOU! 
 

2022 PER CAPITA REMINDER 
As a member of First Presbyterian Church, we are required by the Presbytery 
of Whitewater Valley to pay annual per capita dues each year per member.  
For 2022, that amount is $42.29 per member.  The per capita is our shared gift 
providing primary support of the operating ministry of the Presbytery, Synod 
and General Assembly.  These are dues that we are required to pay and it is an 
expense that equates to approximately $10,500 each year from our oper-
ating budget receiving only about 25% from members.  We pay these dues in 
March whether the money has been received by our members or not.   It 
would be greatly appreciated if each member would contribute to their por-
tion of the per capita by February 28th, 2022.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to ask Robin. 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR - A NEW YEAR TO SERVE 
PLEASE consider helping in one or both of the following ways: 
1. Sign up on "Serve FPC" as an individual or pair to host, by putting out snacks 
that are provided and then cleaning up. 
2.  Donate funds to purchase snacks, by including it in your giving envelope or 
online under "Other" and designating "Fellowship Fund". 
 

Cake is provided the second Sunday each month as we celebrate "Birthdays of 
the Month". 
 

Questions and/or instructions can be directed to Sandi Blackburn 317-220-
0287 or Theresa Wilson 317-408-3141. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Please feel free to join us each Sunday from 9 to 9:45 am, in the classroom at 
the bottom of the stairs (off the parking lot).  
 

COMMUNICATION UPDATE 
Happy New Year!  Please check the following link and mark your calendars for 
upcoming FPC events through April 2022.  https://www.fpc-noblesville.org/
communication-updates/. 

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Former members Bob & Kathy Foster, Bob is in ICU with Covid. Kathy 
is at home with Covid/Pneumonia. 
Judith Drysdale, having reverse shoulder replacement surgery on Jan-
uary 24th.  
Steve and Anne Burress and the Burress family, passing of Anne’s sister-in-
law; passing of Anne’s daughter-in-law’s brother; passing of son’s grandmoth-
er; son and grandson with Covid; Anne’s brother in hospital with trouble 
breathing and fluid build-up in his legs. 
Tom Bader, recuperating from hip replacement surgery. 
Terri, daughter of Susie Dawes, hospitalized with Covid-19. 
 
Ruth Wiggins has moved to Five Star Residences of Clearwater at 4519 E. 82nd 
St. Apt 49, Indianapolis, IN 46250. 

JANUARY 16 THROUGH JANUARY 23, 2022 
Today    9:00 am Adult Bible Study 
  10:00 am Worship  
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
    3:00 pm Carnegie Hall Rehearsal 
Monday    
Tuesday   1:00 pm  Westminster Circle 
    6:30 pm Great Banquet Gathering 
    7:00 pm Aerobics 
Wednesday   8:30 am Men’s GBR 
    8:30 am Women’s GBR 
    6:30 pm Bible Study 
    7:00 pm SESSION MEETING 
Thursday   7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday         
Saturday     
Sunday      9:00 am Adult Bible Study 
  10:00 am Worship  
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Annual Congregational meeting is set for January 23rd immediately following 
the worship service. Please plan to join us for this. And those reporting need to 
submit their reports to the office by Friday, January 14th. Thank you. 
 

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
If you or your spouse has a mailbox located by the church office, your contribu-
tion statement for 2021 has been placed in there.  Otherwise, statements were 
placed in the mail on January 11th.  If you do not receive yours by January 29th, 
please contact Robin Story at 317.508.4411. 

 
                DEACONS 
Brian Wuerch,  Moderator 
Judy Bunch 
Karen Perkins Gale 
Pam Layman 
Jake Light 
Dave McCord 
Bob Minton 
Sandy Nickloy 
Steve Runyon 
Judy Sauers 
Deb Wilson 
Alexa Gordon (Youth) 

                           ELDERS 
Greg Borcherding        Finance 
Nathan Roe   Properties 
    Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
    Worship 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Stephen Craig   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Eric R. Gale   Moderator 

JANUARY 16, 2022 
 


