
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forev-
er.  Amen. 

(Please keep your joys and concerns brief and to the point. This is time for prayer, 
not announcements.) 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS—Jan McConnell 
Isaiah 40:3-5  
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a high-
way for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made 
low. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.  
NARRATIVE  
We have placed the Advent paraments, which are purple, a royal color to remind 
us of the King of Kings, who came to be the "Light of the World." 
 

CAROL        “Love Has Come”            #256 
 

ADVENT WREATH—Steve Burress 
Jeremiah 23:5-6  
“The days are surely coming,” says the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a right-
eous branch, and He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In His days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our Righteous-
ness."  
NARRATIVE  
The Advent Wreath is a vivid symbol of preparation. The lighting of a new candle 
each of the four weeks before Christmas reminds us that something is happening, 
but more is yet to come. The circle of evergreens reminds us of the everlasting 
covenant offered in the birth of Jesus. The four candles symbolize HOPE, PEACE, 
JOY AND LOVE. Today, we lit the first candle as a symbol of Christ, our HOPE. May 
the light sent from God shine in the darkness to show us the way of salvation. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           “Christmas Wreaths”      Douglas 
 

HOLLY AND IVY – Hermann Ndofor 
Isaiah 53:3a, 4a, 5-6  
He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with 
infirmity; Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases. But He was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; Upon Him was the pun-
ishment that made us whole. And by His bruises we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all.  
NARRATIVE  
For Christians, this passage from Isaiah reflects the sufferings of Jesus, who saved 
us from our sins by His death on the cross, and by His resurrection from the dead. 
In ancient times, holly and ivy were considered signs of Christ's passion. Their 
prickly leaves suggest the crown of thorns, the red berries the blood of the Savior, 
and the bitter bark the drink offered to Jesus on the cross. As we reflect on the hol-
ly and ivy, let us rejoice in the coming of Jesus our Savior. 
 

CAROL             “The Holly and the Ivy”   
 

POINSETTIA—Lum Ndofor 
Numbers 24:17  
I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near ...a star shall come out of Jacob 
and a scepter shall rise out of Israel.  
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1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please re-

member there are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship.  
______________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Sue Jourdan & Ann Green—OCC Missionaries 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
PRELUDE          Cheryl Mayhew, organist 
                  “Pastoral Scene“             W.A. Mozart 
  
ADVENT READING          Claudia MacRae 
L: We are God’s creations, unique and special, male and female. We are His chil-
dren made with purpose. Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit capable of 
thinking, good works, helping and loving others. Evil, suffering, destruction and 
injustice surround us. We have seen many fall or fold under social pressure to con-
form or be dismissed. As we enter the season of Advent, we have HOPE unlike oth-
ers. For God sent His Son into the world to bring us HOPE; HOPE for our salvation, 
godly change, and to remain obedient to God despite this corrupt society.  God 
gave us minds to discern good from evil, to use our creativity to help those around 
us, but mostly to know and share the HOPE God gives us if we believe in Him and 
worship Him wholeheartedly. It is written in Romans 5:2-5 that “…we rejoice in the 
HOPE of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings because 
we know that suffering produces perseverance, perseverance, character and char-
acter, HOPE. And HOPE does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His 
love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom He has given us”. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
L: With HOPE in our hearts, we light this first candle of Advent, knowing that God is 
the foundation of our HOPE if we trust in Him. 
 

† OPENING HYMN              “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”           #244 
 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)         
Dear Lord, give us the perseverance and strength to be Your servants in a world 
filled with non-believers. We know that we are often painted in a bad light by 
those with an evil agenda. In an environment where morals and laws are vanish-
ing in the blink of an eye, give us HOPE that You will prevail and that it is Your 
will not ours that rules this world. We pray for HOPE and courage and Your help 
to make us better Christians. Amen. 
 
† WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) 
L: God, please give us HOPE when it seems to out of reach. 
P: Let us look forward to the HOPE born within us and renewed by the birth of 
Your Son. 
All: God is our HOPE and our strength. Let us be thankful. 
 

† GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the be-
ginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  
 

CHORAL ANTHEM              “Advent Meditation”          Chancel Choir 
         By P. Liebergen           Kendall Teague, flute 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NARRATIVE  
The poinsettia speaks to us symbolically in several ways. The star-shaped for-
mation of ten leaves calls to mind the star which shone that first Christmas. In a 
less joyous sense, the color of the flower is blood red, reminding us of the male 
infants killed because King Herod wanted to eliminate any threat to his throne. We 
sometimes forget this part of the story, which made it necessary for Mary, Joseph, 
and the Christ Child to flee to Egypt.  
 

CAROL               “Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming” (vs. 1)           #255 
 

MANGER—Charlotte Gingerich 
Luke 2:6-7  
And while they were there the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave 
birth to her first-born son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the Inn.  
NARRATIVE  
The manger or crèche, is placed as a reminder that Jesus Christ was born in the 
humblest of places, because humankind would not make room in their heart to 
hold the Son of God. Jesus, who was born in this most modest beginning, has com-
passion on all God's children - from the humblest to the richest. 
 

CAROL                        “Away in a Manger” (vs. 1)                          #262 
 

CAROLING—Larry Grabb 
Psalm 96: 1-4a, 6  
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth, Sing to the Lord, bless 
His name; tell of His salvation from day to day. Declare His glory among the na-
tions, His marvelous works among all the peoples. For great is the Lord and greatly 
to be praised. Honor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His 
sanctuary. 
NARRATIVE  
Scholars believe that carols originated within folk music. They think the word carol 
is derived from the Greek khoraules, which referred to a piper who accompanied 
dancing. During medieval times, when only Latin hymns were permitted inside the 
church, people gathered in taverns and fields to dance and chant to the music. 
Over time, these jaunty songs, accompanied by words in the everyday language of 
peasants and townspeople, came to be called carols. For those who believe that 
dancing was the original source, carols are sprightly, lively tunes with ordinary 
words set in almost conversational phrases. For our purposes, let us think of carols 
as songs usually sung at Christmastime.  
 

CAROL                       “Angels From the Realms of Glory” (vs. 1,2,5)          #259 
 

EVERGREEN TREE—Tom Baird 
Micah 5:2, 4  
But you, O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth one who is to rule in Israel, whose 
origin is from ancient days. And He shall stand and feed His flock in the strength of 
the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they shall live secure, 
for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth; and He shall be the one of 
peace.  
NARRATIVE  
In ancient times the cedar was revered as the tree of royalty. It also signified im-
mortality, and was used for purification. We have placed this tree in the sanctuary 
as a symbol of Christ, who reigns as King forever, and whose coming will purify our 
hearts. 
 

CAROL                     "O Christmas Tree”  
 
 
 



TREE LIGHTING—Andrea Joines 
John 1: 1-5, 9-14  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the Beginning with God. All things came into being through 
Him, and without Him not one thing came into being. What has come into be-
ing in Him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it...The true light, which en-
lightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came 
to what was His own, and His own people did not accept Him. But to all who 
received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of 
God, who were born not of the blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen His glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
NARRATIVE  
As our final preparation for the coming of Jesus, the Light of the World, we will 
light the Chrismon tree. And in this time of Advent, whenever you see a lighted 
tree, let it call to mind the One who brings light into our darkness, healing in 
our brokenness, and peace to all who will receive Him. May this tree, arrayed 
in beauty and splendor, remind us of the life-giving cross of Christ, that we 
may always rejoice in the new life that shines in our hearts. 
 

† CAROL              “Joy to the World” (vs. 1, 2, 4)      #270 
 

† BENEDICTION  (responsive)                  Azenwi Ndofor 
L: Go forth from this place an awakened people, aware of the world's dark-
ness, yet reaching for the light.  
P: We see God at work in our world, and that makes all the difference.  
L: Go forth from this place an expectant people, conscious of judgment in our 
midst, yet welcoming God's new order and justice.  
P: We welcome God's new day, believing that Christ will set us free.  
L: Go forth from this place a serving people, sensing anew the pain so many 
bear, yet confident God will bring healing, even through you.  
P: We and we have been empowered to share it.  
L: May the God of peace be with us all, this season and forever.  
ALL: Amen and Amen.  
 

POSTLUDE                         “Behold, He Comes”     George Blake 
 

†Please stand if you are able. 
_______________________________________________________ 
Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments.  

 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad. 
 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 
 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  

Located in the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the 
left. A changing table is available in the Nursery as well. 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILLD 
Sue Jourdan and Ann Green will leaving for North Carolina this week to help 
with the world-wide distribution of the Operation Christmas Child boxes. We 
are grateful for such wonderful servants willing to travel a long distance and 
serve others.  

NOVEMBER 27 THROUGH DECEMBER 4, 2021 
Today    9:00 am Adult Bible Study 
  10:00 am Worship  
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
  11:30 am Journey Food Pantry Shopping Spree 
Monday    
Tuesday    
Wednesday   8:30 am Men’s GBR 
    8:30 am Women’s GBR 
    6:30 pm Bible Study 
Thursday   7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday       
Saturday   8:30 am Aerobics 
Sunday      9:00 am Adult Bible Study 
  10:00 am Worship  
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 

Today’s flowers are in celebration of Bill and Jan McConnell’s 52nd Wedding An-
niversary (11/28/22)! 
 

SHOW APPRECIATION TO OUR CHURCH STAFF  
Our paid staff works very hard to keep our Church running smoothly. 
 

We would like to give them an extra thank you during this giving season. You may 
use your Staff Bonus envelope from your December giving envelopes, or there 
will be extra envelopes on the table at the rear of the sanctuary for your use.  
 

This is your opportunity to show your appreciation for their continued dedication 
to our church. I ask you to consider a special gift this Christmas season.  
 

We would like to distribute this to the staff before Christmas.  It will be greatly 
appreciated if your gift is received by December 18th. Please use the staff bonus 
envelope or send to the church and mark it staff bonus. Thank you so much! 
Peggy Deakyne, Administration/Planning Elder  
 

POINSETTIA ORDERS 
Poinsettias purchased in memory or in honor of loved ones are placed in the 
sanctuary on the Sunday before Christmas and left through the Christmas Eve 
Service.  You may take your plant(s) home after the service on Christmas Eve.  If 
you would like to purchase a poinsettia, fill out the form on the table in the 
back of the sanctuary and place it in the offering plate or give it to Jim Story.  
You can place your order, and pay later, if you don’t have the $10 today.  Make 
checks payable to First Presbyterian Church, and put Poinsettia on the memo 
line.   Last day for orders is Sunday, December 4, 2022. 

 

                DEACONS 
Judy Sauers,  Moderator 
Judy Bunch 
Karen Perkins Gale 
Clint Gingerich 
Pam Layman 
Jake Light 
Bob Minton 
Sandy Nickloy 
Fran Oakley 
Deb Wilson 
Emily Linville (Youth) 

                           ELDERS 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Nathan Roe   Properties 
    Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
    Worship 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Stephen Craig   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Eric R. Gale   Moderator 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Linda O’Dell, had elbow biopsy on Monday. 
Janet Emerson, recuperating at home from hip replacement surgery. 
 

Remember those who have lost loved ones and are facing the holidays with-
out them. 
 

Continue to remember those who are at home or in health care facilities: 
Dorothy Etchison —The Lodge 
Helen Klucznik 
Carolyn McGinley 
Rachel Morgan 
Kathi Powell 
Bud Stark – Bridgewater Healthcare Center 
Joanne Stark 
Barbara Thomas – at Brookdale in Carmel, under hospice care. 
Carol Updegraff—Five Star Residences, Kokomo 


