
CHORAL ANTHEM            “Once in Royal David’s City”         Chancel Choir 
(Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 
 

OFFERING                       “The Perfect Gift”  Donald Lee Moore 
† DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION       “Emmanuel”             #243 
 
MESSAGE                         The Birth of Jesus Foretold         Pastor Eric Gale 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 -Apostle’s Creed (Green hymnal-inside cover) 
 -Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 -Serving of the Elements    
 -The Lord’s Prayer 
 -Servers:  Clint Gingerich, Paul Auble, Kregg Swanson, Claudia MacRae 

 
† CLOSING HYMN     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           #245 
 
† BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE             “Festival”             Benton Price 
 
†Please stand if you are able. 

_______________________________________________________ 
Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments.  

 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad. 

 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 

 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  Located in 
the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the left.  A changing table 
is available in the Nursery, as well. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DECEMBER 4, 2022 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please 

remember there are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship.  
______________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
PRELUDE                                     Cheryl Mayhew, organist 
               “He Shall Feed His Flock”              G.F. Handel 
 
ADVENT READING                 Jake & Marlee Light 
L: We are God’s creations, unique and special, male and female. We are His chil-
dren made with purpose. Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit capable of 
thinking, good works, helping and loving others. Evil, suffering, destruction and 
injustice surround us. We have seen many fall or fold under social pressure to con-
form or be dismissed. But God sent His Son into the world to be our PEACE.  In this 
Advent season, we ask ourselves if we can have PEACE under these circumstances 
in our current world, PEACE for people who are conflicted, PEACE as Christians in 
times when we are not valued and often attacked. God gave us hands and words 
to pray, hands to work the land, hands to reach out to others in need and extend 
PEACE to our enemies. God will give us PEACE if we believe in Him and lift our 
hands together to worship Him. It is written in Isaiah 32:17-18 that “the fruit of 
righteousness will be PEACE, the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confi-
dence forever. God’s people will live in PEACEFUL dwelling places, in secure homes, 
in undisturbed places of rest.” 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF PEACE 
L: With PEACE in our hearts, we light this second candle of Advent, knowing that 
God is our foundation, and He is the only way to PEACE if we trust in Him.  
 
† OPENING HYMN          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”            #244 
 
† PRAYER FOR CONFESSION (unison) 
Dear Lord, give us the wisdom to know that PEACE can only come from You. Help 
us build a world where PEACE is the norm, not rare. We are not naturally PEACE-
FUL people, but we can strive to create PEACE when we trust in You for support 
and love. It is only through Your will that PEACE can prevail. Open our hearts and 
hands to make that happen. We pray for PEACE and kindness and for us to con-
tinually grow as followers of Christ in this world. Amen. 
 
† WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) 
L: God, please grant us PEACE in a world of chaos. 
P: Let us look forward to the ultimate PEACE that can only be born in us through 
You and renewed by the birth of Your Son. 
ALL: God is PEACE; we are His people. Let us be thankful. 
 
† GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.          

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR NEW CHOIR ROBES 
 
 

MESSAGE NOTES 
 

I. The World of Darkness  

“The people walking in darkness…”  

A. In the days between Isaiah and the birth of Jesus, the people looked 

to every h__________  r_______________ conceivable for a remedy to 

the darkness.  

  

 

B. Today, where do we l________ for a better and brighter world?  

  

 

C. When we rely on human ingenuity to save us for some kind of 

e______________  e__________________, the darkness only becomes                  

d____________.  

  

 

 

II. The World of Light  

“…in the land of the death a light has dawned.”  

  

 

A. With the light of Christ we see the w__________ for what it really is!  

  

 

B. The Word of God and the light of Christ are the sources of all 

t________!  

  

 

C. The light of Christ reveals b____________.  

  

 

D. F________________ of Jesus Christ can be the light for those walking 

in darkness.   

SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 9:1-7 (NIV)  
   Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In 
the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the fu-
ture he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan
-- 2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 3You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4For as in the day of Midian's defeat, 
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor. 5Every warrior's boot used in battle and every gar-
ment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.   
  6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and peace there will 
be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The 
zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.   



 
POINSETTIA ORDERS—DUE TODAY! 

Poinsettias purchased in memory or in honor of loved ones are placed in the 
sanctuary on the Sunday before Christmas and left through the Christmas Eve 
Service.  You may take your plant(s) home after the service on Christmas Eve.  
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia, fill out the form on the table in the 
back of the sanctuary and place it in the offering plate or give it to Jim Story.  
You can place your order, and pay later, if you don’t have the $10 today.  
Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church, and put Poinsettia on the 
memo line.   Last day for orders is TODAY! 
 

YEAR-TO-DATE GIVING 
If you would like to review the status of your giving, so far, this year, please 
contact  Robin Story at robin.story@fpc-noblesville.org. 
 

SHOW APPRECIATION TO OUR CHURCH STAFF  
Our paid staff works very hard to keep our Church running smoothly. 
 

We would like to give them an extra thank you during this giving season. You 
may use your Staff Bonus envelope from your December giving envelopes, or 
there will be extra envelopes on the table at the rear of the sanctuary for your 
use.  
 

This is your opportunity to show your appreciation for their continued dedica-
tion to our church. I ask you to consider a special gift this Christmas season.  
 

We would like to distribute this to the staff before Christmas.  It will be greatly 
appreciated if your gift is received by December 18th. Please use the staff bo-
nus envelope or send to the church and mark it staff bonus. Thank you so 
much! Peggy Deakyne, Administration/Planning Elder  

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
John Thomas, in St. Vincent with pneumonia & blood clots.  
Ron Morse, recuperating at Riverview Hospital. 
Linda O’Dell, recuperating from elbow biopsy.  
Janet Emerson, having hip replacement surgery. 
 
Remember those who have lost loved ones and are facing the holidays with-
out them. 
 
Continue to remember those who are at home or in health care facilities: 

Dorothy Etchison —The Lodge 
Helen Klucznik 
Carolyn McGinley 
Rachel Morgan 
Kathi Powell 
Bud Stark – Bridgewater Healthcare Center 
Joanne Stark 
Barbara Thomas – at Brookdale in Carmel, under hospice care. 
Carol Updegraff—Five Star Residences, Kokomo 

DECEMBER 4 THROUGH DECEMBER 11, 2022 
Today    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
  10:00 am Worship 
  11:30 am Fellowship Hour 
    1:00 pm Historical Society Annual Meeting 
Monday    
Tuesday    
Wednesday  8:30 am Men’s GBR 
   8:30 am Women’s GBR 
   6:30 pm Bible Study 
Thursday  7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday      6:30 pm Piano Recital—Vanessa Vincent 
Saturday   8:30 am Aerobics 
Sunday    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
   10:00 am Worship 
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 

 
 DEACONS 
Judy Sauers,  Moderator 
Judy Bunch 
Karen Perkins Gale 
Clint Gingerich 
Pam Layman 
Jake Light 
Bob Minton 
Sandy Nickloy 
Fran Oakley 
Deb Wilson 
Emily Linville (Youth) 

                                ELDERS 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Nathan Roe   Properties 
    Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
    Worship 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Stephen Craig   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Eric R. Gale   Moderator 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 
 COMMUNION SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 2022 YTD INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT 
Operating Income: $227,633.13 

Net Expenses: $229,384.92 
 Net: $ (1,751.79) 


