
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forev-
er.  Amen. 

(Please keep your joys and concerns brief and to the point.   
This is time for prayer, not announcements.) 

 

OFFERING              “The Nativity”        Arr. by Ron and Linda Soringer 
† DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION       “Emmanuel”             #243 
 
MESSAGE                  “The Birth of Jesus”          Pastor Eric Gale 

Luke2:1-7 
 

† CLOSING HYMN          “Away in a Manger”            #261 
 
† BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE           “Angels We Have Heard On High”  Arr. by Tedd Smith 

and Don Hustad            
 
†Please stand if you are able. 

_______________________________________________________ 
Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments.  

 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad. 

 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 

 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  Located in 
the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the left.  A changing table 
is available in the Nursery, as well. 

 

We welcome Linda Rosen on the piano, as she accompanies Cheryl on the organ. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DECEMBER 11, 2022 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please 

remember there are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship.  
______________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE                               Cheryl Mayhew, organist / Linda Rosen, piano 
         “Mary, Did You Know?”            Arr. by Don Wyrtzen 
 

ADVENT READING       Brandon & Amanda Gore 
L: We are God’s creations, unique and special, male, and female. We are His chil-
dren made with purpose. Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit capable of 
thinking, good works, helping and loving others. Evil, suffering, destruction, and 
injustice surround us. We have seen many fall or fold under social pressure to con-
form or be dismissed. We ask ourselves if we can experience JOY in this world 
filled with despair, oppression, sadness, and hatred. God has given us eyes to see 
where we can find JOY in even the smallest aspects of our daily lives… JOY in a 
good gesture towards those in need, the birth of a child, especially Jesus, was giv-
en to us by God. God has bestowed to us JOY through the birth of His Son. We can 
acknowledge God’s gift of JOY by believing and worshiping Him. He will help us see 
JOY in everything around us. It is written in Psalm 16:11 that “You have made 
known to me the path of life; You will fill me with JOY in Your presence, with eternal 
pleasures at Your right hand.” 
  
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF JOY 
L: With JOY in our hearts, we light this third candle of Advent, knowing that God is 
our foundation, and He will always provide us with JOY if we only open our eyes 
and trust in Him. 
 

† OPENING HYMN                   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”            #249 
 
† PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
Dear Lord, help us to experience the JOY of the birth of Your Son this Advent sea-
son. You have given us so much for which to be JOYFUL and grateful. Help us to 
abandon negative thoughts and replace them with JOYFUL and thankful ones. 
Give us the wisdom to know that we can be JOYFUL even when things are not 
going our way and to know that only You can bestow true JOY to us. Open our 
eyes to the JOY around us and to share this JOY as we worship and honor You. 
Amen. 
  
† WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) 
L: God, give Your people JOY even when it seems unlikely. 
P: Let us look forward to the JOY of celebrating the birth of Your Son. 
All: God is the only JOY that matters. Let us be thankful. Amen. 
 

† GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.          

 

CHORAL ANTHEM            “Ding Dong Merrily On High”         Chancel Choir   
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          “What is Advent?”   Douglas 
(Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 

MESSAGE NOTES 
 

A few questions for thought and reflection: 
 
 
 
1. Can a life of ______________________and ___________________ have 

meaning in God’s plan? 

 

 

 

 

2. Do I limit God by my _____________________? 

3. Have I left Jesus in the ________________, or am I allowing him to grow 

up in my life? 

SCRIPTURE 
Luke 2:1-7 (NIV)  
   In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to regis-
ter. 
 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Beth-
lehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him 
and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to 
be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a


 
YEAR-TO-DATE GIVING 

If you would like to review the status of your giving, so far, this year, please 
contact  Robin Story at robin.story@fpc-noblesville.org. 
 

SHOW APPRECIATION TO OUR CHURCH STAFF  
Our paid staff works very hard to keep our Church running smoothly. 
 

We would like to give them an extra thank you during this giving season. You 
may use your Staff Bonus envelope from your December giving envelopes, or 
there will be extra envelopes on the table at the rear of the sanctuary for your 
use.  
 

This is your opportunity to show your appreciation for their continued dedica-
tion to our church. I ask you to consider a special gift this Christmas season.  
 

We would like to distribute this to the staff before Christmas.  It will be greatly 
appreciated if your gift is received by December 18th. Please use the staff bo-
nus envelope or send to the church and mark it staff bonus. Thank you so 
much! Peggy Deakyne, Administration/Planning Elder  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS! 
On Sunday, December 18, during Sunday School, all children in the Rainbows 
and Shooting Stars (Preschool-5th grade) will be celebrating with a birthday 
party for Jesus! There will be stories, games and of course, Happy Birthday 
cookies! We will be also be talking about one of the ways that we can give 
“presents” to Jesus is by giving to others. Therefore, we will be collecting items 
to be available to those in need through our little yellow food pantry next to 
the parking lot. There will be a box in Fellowship Hall for the donations. If you 
have any questions, please contact Trish Moore: 
(bobtrishmoore@sbcglobal.net) 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
We have made business cards for you to give to your family and 
friends to invite them to our Christmas Eve Service.  The cards are 
located on the table at the back of the Sanctuary, on the Welcome 
Desk, and on the table at the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
John Poste, friend of Stephen Craig, inoperable heart issues. 
Marlynn Story, has a stomach tumor.  She is awaiting biopsy and ulti-
mate removal of the tumor. 
Judy Bunch, looking for answers to ongoing medical complications. 
John Thomas, in St. Vincent with pneumonia & blood clots.  
Ron Morse, recuperating at Prairie Lakes. 
Linda O’Dell, recuperating from elbow biopsy.  
 
Remember those who have lost loved ones and are facing the holidays with-
out them. 
 
Continue to remember those who are at home or in health care facilities: 

Dorothy Etchison —The Lodge 
Helen Klucznik 
Carolyn McGinley 
Rachel Morgan 
Kathi Powell 
Bud Stark – Bridgewater Healthcare Center 
Joanne Stark 
Barbara Thomas – at Brookdale in Carmel, under hospice care. 
Carol Updegraff—Five Star Residences, Kokomo 

DECEMBER 11 THROUGH DECEMBER 18, 2022 
Today    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
  10:00 am Worship 
  11:30 am Fellowship Hour 
Monday   1:30 pm Newcomer’s Club 
Tuesday   2:00 pm Tri Kappa 
Wednesday  8:30 am Men’s GBR 
   8:30 am Women’s GBR 
   6:30 pm Bible Study 
Thursday  7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday       
Saturday   8:30 am Aerobics 
Sunday    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
   10:00 am Worship 
  10:15 am Happy Birthday Jesus Party —Children 
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 
Today’s flowers are in memory of Gary Griffith & Michael Griffith, from Jeri 
Griffith. 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
There will be no in-person worship on Sunday, December 25th. As an alterna-
tive, we will have a pre-recorded service, filled with music, posted at 10 am, 
Sunday morning, to view at your convivence. 

 
 DEACONS 
Judy Sauers,  Moderator 
Judy Bunch 
Karen Perkins Gale 
Clint Gingerich 
Pam Layman 
Jake Light 
Bob Minton 
Sandy Nickloy 
Fran Oakley 
Deb Wilson 
Emily Linville (Youth) 

                                ELDERS 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Nathan Roe   Properties 
    Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
    Worship 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Stephen Craig   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Eric R. Gale   Moderator 

DECEMBER 11, 2022 
 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 2022 YTD INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT 
Operating Income: $289,468.35 

Net Expenses: $285,470.88 
 Net: $ 3,997.40 


