
 

They look-ed up and saw a star, Shining in the east, beyond them far, And to 
the earth it gave great light, And so it continued both day and night. Noel, 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.   
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, O’er Beth-le-hem it took its rest, And 
there it did both stop and stay, Right over the place where Jesus lay. Noel, 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY                   Isaiah 9:2,6-7                        Casey Patrick 
 

CAROL           “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                 
It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, From angels bend-
ing near the earth To touch their harps of gold;  "Peace on the earth, good 
will to men, From heaven's all-gracious King!" The world in solemn stillness 
lay To hear the angels sing. 

 

For lo! the days are hast'ning on, By prophets seen of old, When with the ever
-circling years Shall come the time foretold, When peace shall over all the 
earth Its ancient splendors fling, And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing.  
 

THE ANNUNCIATION                               Luke 1:26-33                                 Cory Kayser 
 

CAROL   “Away in a Manger”         
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet 
head.  The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay; The little Lord 
Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus - no crying He 
makes. I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, And stay by my side 
until morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay Close by me forever, and love me, I 
pray. Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, And fit us for heaven, to 
live with Thee there. 

 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS                                Luke 2:1-7                                  Robin Rufatto    
 

CAROL              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”         
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and 
dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  Yet in thy dark streets shine’th the 
everlasting Light;  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to-
night.  
 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above.  While mortals sleep, the 
angels keep their watch of wond-ring love.  
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth  And praises sing to God, 
the King, and peace to men on earth. 
 

 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n;  So God imparts to hu-
man hearts the blessings of His Heav’n.  No ear may hear His coming, but in 
this world of sin, Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ en-
ters in.  
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray! Cast out our sin and enter 
in, be born in us to-day. We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings 
tell;  O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

THE SHEPHERDS                                  Luke 2:8-20                             Bih Ndofor 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DECEMBER 24, 2022—7:00 PM 

As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please 
remember that are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship. 

__________________________________________________________                                        

PRELUDE                                   Cheryl Mayhew, organist; Linda Rosen, piano 
            “All is Well”   Michael W. Smith 
 

WELCOME          Pastor Eric Gale 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM          “Mary Had a Baby”                      Chancel Choir 
Johnathan Baker, tenor soloist  

Cynthia Fremling, conductor 
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP          Pastor Eric Gale 
L: Joy to the world, 
P: The Lord is come! 
L: Sing it. Say it. Tell the world. 
P: Go, tell it on the mountain, 
L: Over the hills and everywhere. 
P: Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

† OPENING CAROL  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   
Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to 
Bethlehem; Come and behold him Born the king of angels!  

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord.  

  

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, O Sing, all ye citizens of heaven 
above! Glory to God All glory In the highest!  

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory 
giv’n! Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!     

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

CANDLE LITANY                  Mark Wisely; Clint, Charlotte & Adeline Gingerich 
L: After counting the weeks of Advent, we have come to Christmas Eve. The peo-
ple who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness—on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2) 
The first Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of Hope.  
The second Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of Peace. 
The third Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of Joy. 
The fourth Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of Love. 
Tonight, we light the candle of Christ as we celebrate his birth. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, Jesus the Messiah has come into the 
world.  
P: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 

CAROL       “The First Noel”             
The first Noel, the angel did say, Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as 
they lay; In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, On a cold winter’s night 
that was so deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.  

 
 
 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM              “Ding Dong Merrily on High“        Chancel Choir 
                     Cynthia Fremling, conductor 

 
JOHN’S GOSPEL                                      John 1:1-5                                            Ron Szabo 
 

CAROL           “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”             
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  Peace on earth, 
and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join 
the triumph of the skies; With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem!”  

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory, to the newborn King.”  
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!  Late in time 
behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: Veiled in flesh the God-
head see; hail the incarnate Deity, Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, 
our Emmanuel.  

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory, to the newborn King.”  
 

Hail, the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! Light 
and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. Mild He lays His glory 
by, born that men no more may die, Born to raise the sons of earth, born to 
give them second birth.  

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory, to the newborn King.” 
 

THE VISIT OF THE MAGI                  Matthew 2:1-11                    Dave Widdifield 
 

CAROL    “We Three Kings”          
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse a-far-  
Field and fountain, moor and mountain– following yonder star.   

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright. Westward 
leading, still proceeding, guide us to Thy perfect light.  

 

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;  
Alleluia, alleluia! Earth to heav’n replies.  

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright. Westward 
leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS  
Offertory                “Mary Did You Know?”        Mark Lowry and Buddy Green 
The offering will be divided between the Camp PYOCA scholarship fund (50%) and 
Cooper House  (50%).  
† Doxology  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MEDITATION             “Mary Did You Know?”            Pastor Eric Gale 
 

† LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES             “O, Holy Night”                  
O, holy night! the stars are brightly shining; It is the night of the dear Savior’s 
birth. Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Till He appeared and the soul 
felt its worth.  A thrill of hope - the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a 
new and glorious morn! Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night 
divine, O night when Christ was born! O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

 

† CAROL                  “Silent Night”               
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and 
child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heav-
enly peace.  
 



Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from 
heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia”; Christ the Savior is born, Christ 
the Savior is born.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from Thy 
holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, 
Lord, at Thy birth.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light: With the angels let us 
sing, Alleluia to our King:  Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

†  RINGING OF THE BELLS     
 

† CAROL                    “Joy to the World”     
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King.  Let every heart 
prepare Him room, And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; Let men their songs employ, While fields 
and floods, rocks, hills and plains Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sound-
ing joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove The 
glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love, And wonders of His 
love And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

† CHRISTMAS BLESSING (responsive) 
L: Come to us, Lord Jesus, Be born in us this night, in our hearts, our minds, our 
lives.  May the light of your life be kindled in us, And lead us to the shining truth 
of… 
P: God with us, God for us, God in us. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”    Arr. By Linda McKechnie 
†  Please stand if you are able. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

We welcome Linda Rosen on the piano, as she accompanies Cheryl on the organ.  
 

POINSETTIA DEDICATION 
The white poinsettia is given by Moffett Craig in joyful memory of her mom, Jes-
sie R. Robinson. 
(For those who had a poinsettia dedication, you are invited to take your poinsettia 

after tonight’s service.)  
___________________________________________________________ 

 

 Poinsettia Dedications 
Christmas Eve Service 

 

In Memory of my Parents and my 

Great Aunts Louise & Bertha 

From Cheryl Ditzler 
 

In Memory of Dr. Penny Hedrick Schafer, wife of 

Dr. Robert Schafer and sister of Brad Hedrick. 
In Honor of Una Reva Schafer, born in November 2022,  

daughter of Karl & Maura Schafer and granddaughter of 

Dr. Robert Schafer and great nice of Brad Hedrick. 
From Brad & Carol Hedrick 

 

In Memory of Rachael Ratliff; 
Dr. Lewis & Phyllis Snider. 

In Honor of My Family. 
From Gail Ratliff 

 

In Honor of my Grandchildren Lilliana, 
Veronica and Robert Pruitt. 

From Nancy Pruitt 
 

In Memory of my son, Chad Riggins 

and my husband, Dave Riggins. 
From Pam Riggins 

 

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Follman Sr. 
& Mr. & Mrs. W. Wayne Arillaman. 
From Marcia & Michael Follman Jr. 

 

In Memory of Bob & Jean McFarland (Ann’s parents); 
Larry & Ruth Green (Wes’ parents) & 

Linda Green (sister-in-law). 
From Ann & Wes Green 

 

In Loving Memory of David L. Massey. 
From Nancy A. Massey 

 

In Memory of our loving parents. 
From Rita Popp & Mike Maloney 

 

In Loving Memory of AB & Dorothy Rudy, 
AB Jr. & Rick Rudy. 

From George & Pat Rudy Fleet 
 

In Memory of Byron Jeannette Maus. 
From Sue Smith 

 

In Memory of Harry, Jackie & Kandie Irwin. 
From Robin Rufatto 

 

In Memory of John & Mary Jo Kellogg; 
Carl & Irene Fremling 

From Warren & Cynthia Fremling 
 

In Memory of our daughter Sara Moyer Carpenter, 
who went to heaven ten years ago. 

Love and miss you forever and ever, Mom & Dad 
From Doug & Ann Moyer 

 

In Memory of Virginia Schmidt. 
From the Roe Family 

 

In Memory of our parents:  George & Marilyn Dragoo; 
and Willard & Joyce Montgomery. 

In Honor of our children and grandchildren. 
From Barb & Ted Montgomery 

 

In Honor of Marlynn & Jim Story. 
Beacons of light to so many. 

From Brenda Christian Fickle 
 

In Memory of Jim, Mark, parents & grandparents 
Who have gone before us. 

In Honor of our beautiful family,  
especially Cole & Emery. 

From the O’Dell – Grabb Family 
 

In Memory of Tata Tabah, Abel Ndingwan, 
Pa Sama, Pa Boma & Helen Boma 

Fr0m the Ndofor Family  
 

In Memory of Marci Moore & Jim Overholt. 
From Bob & Sharon Moore 
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