
HYMN OF PREPARATION      “Spirit of the Living God”            #389 
 

MESSAGE      “Lessons from the Death and Life of Lazarus”      Pastor Eric Gale 
John 11:1-44 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 -Apostle’s Creed (Green hymnal-inside cover) 
 -Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 -Serving of the Elements    
 -The Lord’s Prayer 
 -Servers:  Claudia MacRae, Dick Zeiler, Jake Light, Mark Wisely 

 

† CLOSING HYMN                “Rise Up, O Church of God”            #433 
 

† BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                  “Alleluia, Amen!”                 Chester Nordman 
 

†Please stand if you are able. 
_______________________________________________________ 
Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments.  

 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad. 

 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 

 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  Located in 
the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the left.  A changing table 
is available in the Nursery, as well. 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
JANUARY 8, 2023 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please 

remember there are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship.  
______________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                January Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to you.  Happy Birthday to you.  Happy Birthday God Bless 
You!  Happy Birthday to you. 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE                                     Cheryl Mayhew, organist 
           “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”             Arr. by Lloyd Larson          
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)   Lay Leader:  Andrea Joines 
L: We come to prepare the way; 
P: The way for Christ – 
L: the hope of Christ, the peace of Christ – 
P: to enter our world, to enter our hearts. 
L: We cry out together in the wilderness: 
P: The kingdom of heaven has come near. 
L: We come to be part of the light– 
All: the light that shines in the darkness. (by Joanna Harader) 
 

† OPENING HYMN                “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee“             #90 
 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered the season in which Your 
Light has been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out on the 
world, and yet all we can think about is our own problems, our own needs, our 
own desires. Help us to desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your presence. 
With your baptismal waters you cleansed us. Wash away our jealousy, greed, 
and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our truly being 
the people you have called us to be. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) 
L: The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all eternity. Rejoice, 
dear friends, this is the Good News of our Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

† GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.          

 

SPECIAL MUSIC        “Thanks be to Thee”  Warren Fremling, baritone 
            Dank sei dir, Herr       Cynthia Fremling, piano 
    (Attributed to G.F. Handel) 
(Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 

 

OFFERING            “May the Mind of Christ the Savior”        Arr. by Jack Schrader 
† DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 
 
 

MESSAGE NOTES 
Not only is the story of Lazarus a great miracle of Jesus, but it is also a story of 

the life-giving power of the resurrection. In death and in life nothing happens 

by chance! Nothing happens without purpose! Even when our plans fail, God 

can be glorified in every situation. We must respond by asking, “How can I 

(we) glorify God in this?”  

  

I. Move your attitude from ___________________ to 

________________________! (vv.1-3)  

 

1.See problems not as _________________, but 

_______________________. (v.4)  

2.Trust God’s ____________.  

3.Delay is not a _____________, but God is setting the table for a 

________________.  

  

 

 

II. Remember to think ________________, not ______________! (vv.8-10)  

 

1.Feelings are _________________.  

  

 

 

III. Take life and death _________________!  

 

1.Some people need a _____________ call.   

SCRIPTURE 
John 11:1-16 
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the 
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 
3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for 
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us 
go back to Judea.” 
 
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and 
yet you are going back?” 
 
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in 
the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a per-
son walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 
 
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 
 
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been 
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
 
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” 



 
THANK YOU FROM THE CHURCH STAFF!  

We want to thank you for the heart-felt gifts you so generously gave this Christ
-mas season. It is a joy to serve this wonderful congregation! THANK YOU!  

—The Church Staff  
 

GIVING ENVELOPES 
2023 Giving envelopes are available in a box at the bottom of the stairs (to the 
Sanctuary).  Please take one per family. 

 
2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  

If you or your spouse has a mailbox located by the church office, your contribu-
tion statement for 2022 has been placed in there. Otherwise, statements will 
be in a box next to the 2023 giving envelopes, at the bottom of the stairs (to 
the Sanctuary) for the next couple of weeks.  If you have access to Servant 
Keeper, you can download your statement.  Any statements not picked up, will 
be put in the mail January 17, 2023.  If you do not receive yours by January 
30th, please contact Robin Story at 317.508.4411.  

 
PER CAPITA REMINDER 

As a member of First Presbyterian Church, we are required by the Presbytery 
of Whitewater Valley to pay annual per capita dues each year per mem-
ber.  For 2023, that amount is $43.16 per member.  The per capita is our 
shared gift providing primary support of the operating ministry of the Presby-
tery, Synod and General Assembly.  These are dues that we are required to pay 
and it is an expense that equates to approximately $10,500 each year from 
our operating budget receiving only about 25% from members.  We pay these 
dues in March whether the money has been received by our members or 
not.     If you could faithfully pay your portion of the per capita by February 
26th, that would be greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to ask Eric or Robin. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Adult Sunday School will resume TODAY from 9:00 am - 9:45 am. We will con-
tinue to meet downstairs in the first classroom on the left.  All are welcome. 
 

UNDECORATING THE CHURCH - TODAY! 
We will take down the Christmas decorations TODAY, following Fellowship 
Hour. Please stay and help undecorate the Church. 

 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

The Annual Congregational meeting is set for January 29th immediately follow-
ing the worship service. Please plan to join us for this. All those reporting need 
to submit their reports to the office by Friday, January 20th. Thank you.  

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Linda O’Dell, having surgery on January 9, 2023.    
 
Continue to remember those who are at home or in health care 
facilities:  
Dorothy Etchison —The Lodge  
Helen Klucznik  
Carolyn McGinley  
Rachel Morgan  
Kathi Powell  
Bud Stark – Bridgewater Healthcare Center  
Joanne Stark  
Barbara Thomas – at Brookdale in Carmel, under hospice care.  
Carol Updegraff—Five Star Residences, Kokomo  
 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES... 
To Donna Morse & family, upon the passing of Ron Morse. 
 

Services will take place at First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, January 14, 
2023. 
 

Calling is from 1 PM to 3 PM 
Memorial Service begins at 3:00 PM 
 

A coffee and dessert reception will follow the service.   
————— 

To the Family of Wilma Wilson, longtime member who moved to Illinois. 
 

Calling is Monday, January 9, 2023 from 5 PM to 7 PM at Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Home, 1150 Logan Street, Noblesville, IN. 
Memorial Service is Tuesday, January 10 at 10 Am at Randall & Roberts Fu-
neral Home, 1150 Logan Street, Noblesville, IN. 
Burial will follow at Oaklawn Cemetery, 9700 Allisonville Rd., Indianapolis, IN. 
Following the burial, family and friends are invited to the Fellowship Hall at 
Frist Presbyterian Church, for a meal.  

JANUARY 8 THROUGH JANUARY 15, 2023 
Today    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
  10:00 am Worship 
  11:30 am Fellowship Hour 
  11:30 am Un-decorating the Church 
Monday   1:30 pm Newcomer’s Club 
Tuesday   6:30 pm Tri Kappa 
Wednesday  8:30 am Men’s GBR 
   8:30 am Women’s GBR 
   6:30 pm Bible Study 
   7:00 pm Presbyterian Women 
Thursday  7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday       
Saturday   8:30 am Aerobics 
    1:00 pm Ron Morse Calling & Memorial Service 
Sunday    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
   10:00 am Worship 
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
  11:15 am Deacons Meeting 

 
 DEACONS 
Judy Sauers,  Moderator 
Judy Bunch 
Karen Perkins Gale 
Clint Gingerich 
Pam Layman 
Jake Light 
Bob Minton 
Sandy Nickloy 
Fran Oakley 
Deb Wilson 
Emily Linville (Youth) 

                                ELDERS 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Nathan Roe   Properties 
    Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
    Worship 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Karen McCord   Clerk 
Stephen Craig   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Eric R. Gale   Moderator 

JANUARY 8, 2023 
 COMMUNION SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 2022 YTD INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT 
Operating Income: $289,468.35 

Net Expenses: $285,470.88 
 Net: $ 3,997.40 


