
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS              Hermann & Bih Ndofor, Bob & Cory Kayser, 
Steve & Anne Burress, Earnie & Kathie Hill, Cheryl Ditzler 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM         “When Hope is Still Alive”          Chancel Choir 
(by Robert and Cindy Steerling) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE       “Joseph and His Coat”     Saddleback Kids 
(Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forev-
er.  Amen. 

(Please keep your joys and concerns brief and to the point.   
This is time for prayer, not announcements.) 

 

OFFERING              “Lenten Meditation”         Mary Elizabeth Dexter 
† DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION         “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit”           #398 
 

MESSAGE         REFLECTIONS ON JOSEPH AND JESUS - Pt.2       Pastor Eric Gale 
"Dreams, Deceit, Division and Dysfunction" 

Genesis 37 
 

† CLOSING HYMN              “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”           #379 
 

† BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                  “Sortie in D”                           Benton Price
    
†Please stand if you are able. 

_______________________________________________________ 
Join us in Fellowship Hall following the service for coffee and refreshments.  

 

 Please sign and date the attendance pad. 

 Be sure to silence your cell phones. 

 We have a fully staffed Nursery available for newborn through 2 years old.  Located in 
the upstairs hallway (nearest the back door), the 2nd door on the left.  A changing table 
is available in the Nursery, as well. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

 1ST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 As you arrive for worship, greet each other with a smile and soft words, but please 

remember there are those who cherish a time of quiet to prepare for worship.  
______________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                    
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE                                     Cheryl Mayhew, organist 
               “Wonderful Savior”                           Jane Carrier 
                                        

LENTEN READING—WEEK 1              Lay Leader:  Claudia MacRae 
L:  Are you willing to carry the cross for Jesus?  What would it take for you to carry 
the burdens that Jesus did so willingly?  Jesus took the pain, humiliation and injus-
tice and was crucified for us all.  He paid the ultimate price and was burdened with 
our sins so that we would not be.  In this Lenten season, are you a fair-weather 
Christian or will you stand by your faith even when things get tough?  God wants us 
to be accountable for our words and actions and to show Him that we can be re-
sponsible Christians.  What does that look like in our world today?  For one thing, 
standing up for those around us who are unjustly persecuted; or having the courage 
to take the blame when we are truly the ones at fault.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 
12:35-37:  “ The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and 
the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. But I tell you that men 
will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have 
spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be con-
demned." 
 

L: We extinguish this first candle of Lent to remind us that we must be accountable 
and responsible Christians. 
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
L: Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, following Jesus wherever he leads us. 
P: Lent calls us to worship together, to tell future generations the Good News. 
L: Lent calls us to faithful living, to trust the One who gives us life. 
P: Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, to trust the One who bears it with us. 
L: Lent calls us to journey with God.  
All: Let us worship God, who walks with us, this and every day. 
 

† OPENING HYMN     “In the Cross of Christ I Glory“                #84 
 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
Dear Lord, our Father, help us to not shrink away from you or from helping those 
around us, even when inconvenient.  Forgive us for not listening to You and not 
following Your example.  Let us look to You for guidance in all aspects of our lives 
and to not be afraid.  For You are always with us.  Amen. 
 

† WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) 
L: Let us cast off the evils that surround us and take up the cross for Jesus.  The Lord 
will remove our sins, pull out the thorns and nails which are painful and impede our 
lives.  All He asks is that we show Him our intent to be responsible Christians.  This 
is Good News;  God loves us and has sent His Son to free us from sin. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

† GLORIA PATRI  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.          

 
 

 

Joseph was a young man full of dreams and aspirations. Throughout his life he 

developed the reputation of a godly and righteous man. But growing up in the 

household of his father, Jacob, and ten older brothers, his home life was full 

of deceit, division, and dysfunction. Chapter 37 is full of factors that cause 

division within the home, both then and today. 

 

 

F_________________ (vv.1-4) 

A_______________ (vv. 5-11) 

O____________________ (vv.12-17) 

R_______________ (vv.18-30) 

D________________ (vv.31-35) 

 

 

Only one factor liberated Joseph from the family deceit, division, and dysfunc-

tion and allowed him to fulfill his dreams. 

 

 

The p__________ and s__________________ of the living God! 

 MESSAGE NOTES 

Parallels between Joseph and Jesus Joseph   Jesus 
 
Beloved of his Father            Genesis 37:3a         Matthew 3:17b 

Envied without cause            Genesis 37:4             Mark 15:10   
                     John 15:25b     

One day he would rule            Genesis 37:7         Matthew 26:64 

Rejected and condemned to die           Genesis 37:18b                 Luke 19:14b  
                   Luke 23:21 

Sold for silver             Genesis 37:28b         Mathew 26:15 



WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY & A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
Just a reminder  that both of these adult classes are available to our FPC fami-
ly.  We start our Sunday adult class at 9 a.m. and dismiss around 9:45.  Our 
Wednesday evening Bible Study starts at 6:30 p.m.  We are in the process of 
upgrading our electronic equipment to enhance GOD's WORD.  Our classroom 
is located downstairs to the left as you enter Fellowship Hall, first classroom on 
the left.  Please consider joining us.  Yes coffee is permitted. 
 

TURKEY / SYRIA EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
If you are interested in assisting in relief efforts for the Earthquakes in Turkey, 
here are options to donate:  
 

PC USA Disaster Assistance—https://pda.pcusa.org/ 
Samaritan’s Purse International Relief—https://www.samaritanspurse.org/ 
 

CRITIC’S CHOICE 
Our own Syd Loomis will be performing in a comedy called “Critic’s Choice” at 
Center Stage Theatre in Lebanon.   
 

A New York theatre critic lives with his second wife and son from his first mar-
riage to a glamorous New York actress. The new wife decides to write a play, 
there-in rises the dilemma. Does he go to the opening and write an honest cri-
tique, jeopardizing his marriage, or not attend the play, jeopardizing his job? 
Throw in the glamorous ex who wants him back, the producer who may or may 
not be making a play for his wife, and the sarcastic son who he pays to come 
up with one line zingers to use in his critiques, the Mother-in-law with her sage 
advice and you have a comedy which the New York Times called “fresh and 
funny”.  
 

Center Stage is a small and intimate venue seating only 50 patrons. Plan to 
reserve your tickets well in advance by calling 765-894-5587 or go to center-
stagecommunitytheatre.com. Production dates are March 10,11,17,18,24,25 
at 7:30 PM and March 12,19 and 26 at 2:30 PM.  Ticket prices are $13 for stu-
dents and seniors (60 and over) or $15 for adults. 

               REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Stephen Craig, at Harbor Manor for Physical Therapy. 
Jocelyn Rosenthal, Gary and Sandi Blackburn's granddaughter, under-
going treatment for leukemia. 
Dennis & Janet Emerson, upon the death of Dennie’s sister, Lyda, and the 
death of a niece’s mother, Mary. 
Jeri Griffith upon the passing of her sister-in law, Dana Maxfield. Dana was the 
sister of Gary Griffith, Jeri's husband, who passed away in 2016. 
Barry Reed an acquaintance of Pastor Eric and his wife Karen, diagnosed with 
glioblastoma. 
Gigi Nash, recuperating at home from pneumonia. 
Scott Moore, son of Bob (Sharon) Moore, has been diagnosed with cancer. 
Chris Swatts, recuperating at home from surgery to remove blood clots from 
his lungs. 
Glenda Allen, twin sister of Sandy Nickloy, Glenda has been diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer. 
 
Prayers for Andrey & Oksana Pankyeyeve & Last Bell Ministries in Ukraine. 
Prayers for the people in Turkey and surrounding areas, as they deal with the 
aftermath of devastating earthquakes. 
 
Continue to remember those who are at home or in health care facilities:  
Dorothy Etchison —The Lodge  
Helen Klucznik  
Carolyn McGinley  
Rachel Morgan  
Kathi Powell  
Bud Stark – Bridgewater Healthcare Center  
Joanne Stark  
Carol Updegraff—Five Star Residences, Kokomo  

FEBRUARY 26 THROUGH MARCH 5, 2023 
Today    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
  10:00 am Worship 
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
Monday    
Tuesday   
Wednesday  8:30 am Men’s GBR 
   8:30 am Women’s GBR 
   6:30 pm Bible Study 
Thursday  7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday       
Saturday   8:30 am Aerobics 
Sunday    9:00 am Adult Bible Study  
   10:00 am Worship 
  11:15 am Fellowship Hour 
 
Flowers today are in recognition of Last Bell and the one-year anniversary of the 

invasion of Ukraine. 

 
 DEACONS 
Jake Light,  Moderator 
Susan Clark 
Karen Perkins Gale 
Clint Gingerich 
Pam Layman 
Sandy Nickloy 
Fran Oakley 
Judy Sauers 
Quinn Teague 
Diane Widdifield 
Deb Wilson 
Catherine Lederman  (Youth) 

                                ELDERS 
Mark Wisely    Finance 
Sue Jourdan   Properties 
    Christian Education 
Barb Runyon   Evangelism 
    Worship 
Jennie Auble   Mission 
Laurie Szabo   Clerk 
Stephen Craig   Planning 
Peggy Deakyne   Personnel /Nom. 
Eric R. Gale   Moderator 

FEBRUARY 26, 2023 
 1ST SUNDAY IN LENT 

JANUARY 2023 YTD INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT 
Operating Income: $ 23,942.72 

Net Expenses: $ 21,627.32 
 Net: $ 2,315.40 


